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Tabor Historical Society News    Susan Shepherd 

 

After 16 years as president of the Tabor Historical Society (THS), Chuck Douglass has made the 

difficult decision to step down. I accepted election to lead the society at our May meeting. I want 

to take this opportunity to not only thank Chuck but to review the many programs and projects 

he skillfully managed to preserve Tabor’s rich historical heritage. During Chuck’s long tenure, 

an unprecedented number of Todd House restoration projects, now totaling over $400,000, were 

tackled, designed to keep the 172-year-old structure in the best shape possible. Beginning in 

2016 the entire north foundation of the house was raised and reinforced, including original 

flooring in the ground floor bedroom and dining room. Chuck supervised the raising of grants 

and, later, coordinated between the local and state agencies and the contractors, who completed 

projects on time and on budget. Other important work included replastering two upstairs 

bedrooms, restoration of the home’s south porch, windows, and the mudbrick wall in the 

basement, ensuring craftsmen used material and techniques that would preserve the historical 

integrity of the structure. Currently underway is a project to restore the home’s south foundation. 

Chuck managed all these projects in addition to keeping an eye on routine maintenance and care 

of the house. He was frequently found in and around the structure weeding, replacing light bulbs 

and cleaning. Chuck wasn’t afraid to break a sweat; he single-handedly tore out an overgrown 

lilac bush between the Todd House and Tabor Museum while never missing a single monthly 

meeting. Finally, as most of you know, Chuck is half of a power couple. His wife Kathy served 

as secretary of THS and published the newsletter for years, a huge job.  She was also active in 

planning, fundraising, and community relations.  Both Chuck and Kathy remain on the board of 

directors and continue to help when needed.  Thanks Chuck and Kathy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chuck supervising the restoration of the 

Todd House’s south foundation in 2020 
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Kathy being interviewed on the history of the 

Todd House by a local radio station in 2020 
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A Tabor Almanac 

1855: Lemuel Webb, one of Tabor earliest settlers, described the village of 

Tabor as a collection of no more than a dozen homes with some being 

constructed of logs or sod. The only commercial enterprise was the hotel of 

Jesse West, who acted a postmaster of the settlement. He noted that the most 

modern building was the school, built in 1854, which was 24 by 30 feet with 

a ten-foot-high ceiling. The structure was also used as a church, meeting 

house and court. Webb called Tabor home until his death in 1914.  

1856: The first visit of abolitionist John Brown to Tabor. He considered 

Tabor to be a safe haven and used it as a base of operations for his 

fighting in Kansas Territory. Brown stored 200 rifles in the home of John 

Todd. 

1865: On October 21 Tabor’s first Baptist Church was organized. 

1866: On July 23 Tabor College was 

incorporated, based on the Tabor Literary 

Institute, with William M. Brooks as president. 

There were 124 residents of the village and 

vicinity who donated the equivalent of $112 per 

person to meet the needs of the new school. 

1881: Publication of The Arrow begins. Owned by James Bede and his 

wife Flora, the “progressive journal” focused on social issues of the day, 

like temperance, women’s rights, and suffrage. Annual subscriptions 

were 50¢. The paper ceased publication in less than a year. 

Lemuel Webb 

John Brown 

William Brooks, college 
president from 1866 to 1896 
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1895: The Tabor Telephone Company was incorporated. By August of 1900 there was 20 miles 

of line. 

1897: On December 3 the Tabor Beacon reported the first foreign export of local corn, to 

Liverpool, England, grown by Wallace Coats. 

1902: In September the Tabor College power 

plant was completed. Steam boilers and an electric 

dynamo furnished heat and light to all college 

buildings. In January 1903 the lines were 

extended to include the gymnasium.  

1906: On July 2 the town council proclaimed that 

no fireworks or “other explosives” would be 

allowed on Main Street or in the park on the 4th of 

July between 8:30 am and 6:30 pm. 

1910: Samuel H. Adams 

passed on February 26. He 

was one of Tabor’s original 

settlers and devoted his life 

to his town, church and 

college. Beginning in 1854, 

he became a conductor on 

the town’s Underground 

Railroad. Adams was also a 

sustaining booster for Tabor 

College and donated over $6,000 to the institution. 

1911: On August 7, City Ordinance No. 34 was issued requiring persons operating motor 

vehicles on the public highways of Tabor to “drive the same in a careful and prudent manner, 

and at a rate of speed so as not to endanger the property of another, or the life and limb of 

another person.” 

1911: On October 21 Mr. M.S. Shull opened Tabor's first movie theater, named the Glidden 

Moving Picture Hall. The theater seated 250 and included an electric piano. 

1914: In November two jail cells were installed behind city hall. 

1920: Street paving begins. The population of Tabor is 1,186. 

1925: On December 24, the State Bank of Tabor and First National Bank of Tabor combined to 

form the First State Bank. 

The heating plant smokestack was 108 feet high 

Samuel H. Adams 
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T&N Tidbits 

The construction of the Tabor & Northern Railroad was one of Tabor’s proudest 

accomplishments. Operating between 1890 and 1934, it was a nearly nine-mile line running 

between Tabor and Malvern. Although it never made a large profit, during its heyday it 

generated a modest return to its stockholders hauling freight and passengers. It was a labor of 

love to build and run. Here are a couple of interesting tidbits of information about the railroad. 

After World War I the tiny railroad 

began feeling the pinch of 

competition from automobiles and 

trucks.  By the mid-1920s 

passenger business had dropped to 

the point that it was no longer 

profitable to run the entire train for 

only a handful of passengers.  As a 

solution, the railroad built two 

“motor buses,” constructed entirely 

on site. The buses were powered by 

Model T engines.  The effort, 

unfortunately, was unsuccessful 

with the buses being referred to as 

the “Toonerville Trolley.” The bus 

without windows (left) was likely 

used for small parcels of freight or 

mail. This is the only known 

photograph of the buses.  

A T&N freight bill for a shipment of schoolbooks to Tabor High School in 1917. The order was made by 

James Myron Ireland (left), superintendent of Tabor public schools for 22 years. 
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Kicking the Habit . . . in the 1870s 

Luckily for us, the Reverend John Todd wrote out his sermons and the Tabor Historical Society 

maintains over 1,400 of those that survived.  Most of his messages were based on scripture and 

dealt with spiritual matters. But on a regular basis he addressed social issues he felt had an 

important impact on his congregation. One such sermon, delivered on May 14, 1876, concerned 

the use of tobacco, a destructive habit, in Todd’s view, that was at the time a large industry and a 

major source of tax revenue for the federal government. Excerpts from his sermon (below) have 

a modern ring to them, especially when considering they are almost 150 years old. 

Tobacco is a poison . . .. It affects the 

nervous system, and a single drop of the 

concentrated oil which it contains will 

destroy life. 

The soothing, quieting influence [of 

tobacco] is produced by the nicotine which 

operates as a narcotic stimulant, and as 

experience shows, tends to form a 

pernicious and filthy habit which 

constantly urges its victim on to greater 

excess. 

The sufferer defiles his nasal organ 

making it unfit for its intended use. 

The cost of the indulgence is a secondary 

matter and yet it is an item not small. 

According to internal revenue reports, 

$250 million worth of tobacco is used in 

this country annually. 

Inducing the youth to use the weed is to 

deliberately attempt to entrap the young 

and inexperienced and is worthy only of a 

demon. 

The time is coming when the use of 

tobacco is to be preached as a sin. 

Suicide is a crime, not measured by the 

length of time taken to destroy life. . .. It is 

wrong to do it piecemeal, slowly. 

The effect of tobacco on the entire man—physical, moral and mental is most disastrous. 
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From the Archive 
 

The death certificate for Pearl Roberts, signed by Dr. Salathiel McKitrick, April 23, 1899. 

Pearl died of measles at not quite two years of age.  During the spring of 1899 there had been 

outbreaks of the disease in southwest Iowa, including Glenwood, Tabor, and Thurman. Both 

adults and children were stricken. 

Book clubs are popular 

pastimes today but are nothing 

new, as evidenced by an 1877 

invitation to join a reading 

club sent to friends and 

colleagues by Professor George 

Houghton, of Tabor College. 

Houghton was a professor of 

mathematics and civil 

engineering. Unfortunately, we 

don’t know what they read. 


